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The results presented in references [1] and [2] are substantially the same. Both papers describe 
algorithms for the optimisation of inventory or storage systems with linear production facilities. 
The results were, however, developed independently in different countries and the similarity 
between them is coincidental. 
Both groups began work on the problem of optimal management ofenergy storages in the early 
1980's and each group published preliminary versions of the main results in local conferences and 
journals (e.g., [3,4]). Neither group was aware of the other's activities in this area until late 
June 1991, by which time both [1] and [2] had been published. It is the purpose of this note to 
clarify any misunderstandings readers of both papers might have. 
It is a regrettable comment on the volume of information currently in publication that neither 
group was aware of the other's activities until after publication. Both groups had searched the 
literature to ensure originality, but neither found the other's publications because of the nature 
of their locations. 
That both groups reached the same algorithm at about the same time is not a zero probability 
event (although the processes were independent). The algorithm essentially results from observa- 
tions of the underlying structure of the problem and could therefore be developed by any worker 
using the quite natural problem formulation. 
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